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It was only one year ago that FOR-
WARD was an initiative with many possi-
bilities. This exciting opportunity has
now solidified into a growing and suc-
cessful agency. Thank you to all friends,
talent, and associates who have ven-
tured with us throughout this year, and
have been a part of our beginning.

Anniversary Event

Feel Great While Keeping
Pounds Off

History always provides a bit of mys-
tigue and essence to current events, and
Forwardds |l ocation i
was in this location many years ago that
a little girl named Margaret Mitchell lived
and dreamed. A little girl who one day
would become a renowned American
Author with the publishing of her best-
selling Civil War noj
Wi ndo.

Just as Margaret Mitchell
shared this special corner of mid-
town Atlanta; all the FORWARD
Family has the opportunity to Inside this issue:
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‘ PEACHTREE BATTLE Goes Hollywood

JOHN GI BSONOG6S |
Interview by Ligia Coppiano

NSI GHT: What Es

The success and story behind Peachtree Battle is by no means a simple
coincidence or chance. John Gibsonbd
through his positive personality, and true perspective in the world of entertain-
ment. Gibson as a successful actor, singer, play writer, screenwriter, director,
among others, has a vision in the portrayal of controversial themes wrapped in a
world of comedy and delight.

Peachtree Battle , written, directed, and produced by John Gibson and An-
thony Morris is the |l ongest running
passingo Driving Miss Daisyo! The pe

tember 7, 2001, and later changes its venue to its current location at Ansley Park

Playhouse.

In our one on one interview, John shares valuable recommendations and fo-
Cus on pursuing a career in the entertainment business. Take the opportunity to
experience the mastery of John through his encounters and anecdotes. Learn
about the success behind this one talented man, and his true insight in loving his
audience. It makes a real difference when it is all about your audience!

APEACHTREE
BATTLE revolves
around the life of
Socialite Trudy
Habersham and
what happens

How and when did John start his career?

AAl I my | i
member being a little kid
and standing in front of
the mirror with a candle

ta, Krhots taading, arel -
various movies. If this
were not enough, three
different record labels

when her favorite stick, sayi npgnvitge Gibsonatmsign t o
son becomes thank the ac aivdrﬁh‘em.éForawrhile
engaged .., to a had |:[ in me from the get nAI t was ~a ve
. goo, are Johctdsazeartliyme, 0
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_ : memories. Although John. Yet, it is impor-
(el AT these initial dreams of tant to remember that
alcoholic stardom appear in Gib- Hollywood presents its
grandmother, sonds ear |y |chaflerges when théiri r s
cheating husband, goes on to study Inter- expectations differ from
carb -counting national Business in ones reality. Thus,
daughter, older gay London and in the Johnds 1ife
son and a maid States. It was not until very fast-paced busy
from south of the | ater, John (hetioglcargertisa, peridd

graduated, packed my
bags, and moved to Hol-

of no job at all. Under
the circumstances, John

border and you
truly have a
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Al
tablishes Succes:
s insight and experi
p in Atl an
r iginally
John, ficame at a wor
derful period as it gave
me time to evaluate,
and see what | was go-
ing through. o Durir

this period, Gibson un-
rdgrtakbsavaribus relaca-e d
tiong and finallg moves

to Atlanta.

Al thought | was a
ways going to be an
actoro reminiscences
John, fibut what |
Iearne and per|

a

enced as ta en me

through different roads.
| never thought | would
be a writer.
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covery of this character ing thought brings Jphn i
sticks with him, and be. | nd Anthony to begin perspective of the many
comes the cha’racter of writing together, and possibilities that exist.
his play. It was not until decide to run their For me, soap.operg nas
John moves to Atlanta shows and theater The  |@ great experience; then
that a friend of his reads | Peéachtree Playhouse . mu5|tc (r:]amg downAt\hIel thelfTry everyghing
the plav and eacerl They raise the funds pa - 0 € _
play . 9T hy' “and put together events provide John moderation at least
fﬁﬁiyl g ITf]I fﬁVerandaé, w | with the insight he once. It broadens
' 'leads to the writing and | n€eds to be a success- your perspective of
production of Veranda | | ful play writer, screen- the many
dvVv dall. Thi writer and producer. He i
and veranda [l - 1Mis ossibilities that
effort that is initially a has been able to ac- . )
part-time career turns quire the knowledge FERRRst . O
into a full-time big busi- | that now holds the key
ness. o to the success of his
~ business; and a true
ATry ever ylunderstanding of how to
moderation at least live a fulfilled life.
onceodo recomm
Johndéds Turning Point and Connections

Awkward moments sure do play an important role down memory lane when spontaneous reactions take

\

control J o hn 6 turningepoirg,l i lecwa ® ni mfa himseting with Clive Dayv
sion in Nashville. He | istened for two seconds, and ask:¢
Clive could sense that my response to 61 want to singo \
sponse did not reflect my deepest thoughts of Al want t (
how unhappy I really was. 0 iFrom that moment on, I deci
happy. When | did that, it all came back. | realized that it took me down a long road, from roofing houses, volun-
teeringinthenon-pr of i t wor |l d, al |l this brought me back. 0
Advice for Talent

One of John Gi bsonbs major aspects to focus on, #Alf

have to separate yourself from who you are, and take your acting career as a product. It comes to me as a sur-

prise how actors are unprepared. Always show seriousness by providing simple things such as headshots, up-

dated resumes, and posting information online. Keep in mind that the agency you represent believes in you;
therefore as a representative, you need to be prepared,

Additional recommendations:
Make decisions that make you happy
Be business smart and focused. Realize that to be successful it takes time and patience.
Talking to other actors will encourage, inspire, and assist in the search for what is going on in town.

If going to a class, take advantage to connect, and learn about what is out there.

The Atlanta Georgia Film Office is a great resource. They have a list of all the production companies, films
coming to Georgia.

Attempt to send headshots and discuss openings with your agent.
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It is always thrilling to get an agent, but still be prepared.
An agent can not do it all. There is a line between profit
and tanking, so it is important that everybody work to-
gether to make it successful for all.

Be grounded; dreaming is not the way.

Be ambitious meaning you have to be focused. Do re-
search and know the president of the major motion pic-
ture companies, who are the players, who are the cast-
ing people.

If there is a movie you want to be in, know who the cast-
ing people are. Think of ways on how to get your foot
in.

Know what kind of actor you are: a lead, a supporting
actor, a character actor. There are different types of
actors and responsibilities that come with the role.

Know your look and what roles are best suited for that
look. For example, age sometimes will dictate the roles.
A person with gray would be playing the older father
role.

Remember when you hit, everybody is your friend. No-
body wants to tell you no. Therefore, know what is
good for you and what is not.

All careers are not eternal; they always go in a cycle.

Do not rely on your agent only, it is your responsibility to
get informed

Do not forget to send thank -you notes

Do not beat yourself for those bad experiences.
Just realize you are in it, and learn from it. Things
will get better.

Read your contracts, ask questions, and know what
they mean. Understand your commitments, and make
sure you have an out. If something is not working out,
you should be able to get out.

Tidbits

- Know your agentés birth

- Never tell the make-up people what you do not
want repeated. If they hear it, you can be sure it
will be repeated.

TREAT THE CREW WELL, but do not take ad-
vice from the crew when it comes to your career.
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EVENT HAPPENINGS:

Peachtree Battle in its final 15
performances. As a limited en-
gagement, Peachtree Battle is
back now through November 29,
2009 at the Ansley Park Playhouse

A Sunday Afternoon at Loeh-
ma n nié row playing at the An-
sley Park Playhouse. For addi-
tional information, you may visit:

www.ansleypartkplayhouse.com

John Gibson and Anthony Mor-
ris are currently in the process of

opening fAVeranda
beginning January 2010.

In the later part of 2010, they
will produce and
Afternoon at Loe
York as well.



http://www.ansleypartkpalyhouse.com/
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HOW DO YOU HANDLE CONTROVERSIAL THEMES?

As a writer, | can tell

Battle is about race. We

update i The Boy in the

Forward Connection

actors AKnow statdtbe difficuliesthat Si | ver Ball oon. o
are, just as much as the | interracial couples might .
: . X John cautions, how-
writer.o face. Both sides are pre- o
ever, fAActors need to

sented on why they

As a mainstream learn word for word -
writer. John reiterates, 2hﬁu<ladh alnddw:yétrtley o (when doing comegy, AWe regul arly
Ailt is i mport K nt .t 1 K n o w because there is a rea- revise the script

. Just put it out'there an

the audience. People : : son why the words fall

. . find the humorous side. . . to reflect current
are interested in contro- There is humor when into place following the
versial subjects. We do there are ex trhlyt mmoétge Ii%e. Plays events; the most
not poke fun to be . o do not necessarily read >
mean. We do not take tc;':tst?]r; asljgcglgsh I(;%hts funny, but it is funny recent up_date :
a stand, do not preach Peachtree Battle is when the play all comes The Boy in the
n(_)trhjltjr?gi.vt\/ejusdt Ist?y driven by keeping the :(r)]_gekther. rf’feo;:le today Silver Ball oon.
wi e facts, and le audience motivated, ink much faster, so

the audience decide.
For example, one of the
story lines in Peachtree

AiWe regul ar|l
script to reflect current
events; the most recent

%ou rhaé/e;f:? gseteto tr}
c r

un i g

FOR PRODUCERS WHO MAY CONSIDER FILMING IN ATLANTA

Al think

Atl ant a

i s the

e
hqeway.()

perfect stop;
e Incentive package is great

e Weather and people are beautiful

e Convenient to New York and Los Angeles

e Very talented crews live in Atlanta and pool is fantastic

e Everything is right here such as production companies, sound stages, etc.

It would be a wonderful experience!

INVOLVEMENT IN THE HOLLYWOOD PRODUCTION

APEACTHREE

Although we are
fortunate to be involved
in the screenplay of
Peachtree Battle, we
are also aware that
Sony
will be made based on
their experience and
understanding of the
market. You have to
consider that Holly-
woodds focu
toward twelve to twenty-
four year olds. There-
fore in the movie, more
heart will be given to the

s}

Pictur ¢ so

BATTLEDO

younger kids, the
mother, and father; the
original storyline will
have its adjustments.

~ Cu r{gn&l;@, weiar(()a n
participating in the pro-
duction of Peachtree
Battle, but it will be a
watch and learn. We
understand it is a proc-
€$s,.So gnce racétlars 2re 4
seletted, other r‘laters
will be included in the
project. For instance, if
Bett Miller were one of
the actresses, it is writ-

ten in her contract that
Bruce Vilanch will write
punch lines and jokes
just for her. So as we
go through this under-
taking, we know not to
get married to it, but be
able to let things go.

Sony is expected to
beginning filming Peach-
tree Battle during the
spring of 2010.

iPeacht r evdl
always be an entity. It was an
experience in itself for everyone
involved. We have enjoyed the
success that Peachtree Battle
has provided for us.

| have learned to enjoy it,

and nothing will be like to again.
It was one of those experiences
that stars were lined up, and
everything came together. | also
knew it would come to an end

some day. 0

B a t
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UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER 2009

UNIFIED Nya Nya Couture Fashion Show

December 2, 2009 December 3, 2009
Location: Lenox Grill .
Time: 7 p.m.
Lenox Square Mall
Contact:nyanyacouture@yahoo.com

Time: 8 p.m.
Contact: www.philipmichael.com Featuring FORWARD Models
The 12" Day of Christmas
Family Gala Holiday Concert December 12, 2009
December 06, 2009 Contact: aj@theaspot.com

LOEEHONE [(MED iz Musical Charity Program to benefit the

Contact: www.rialtocenter.org homeless of Atlanta.
Featuring FORWARD Talent Sponsored by FORWARD Manage-
ment
Horizon Theatre Company Ruby Davis
presents
presents
Madel ine6s Chfi gt mas

A Musical Gift of Love
Dates: December 12, 2009 through

January 3, 2010 Dates: December 18-20, 2009

For Tickets: 404.584.7450. Contact: www.rialtocenter.org
Featuring FORWARD Talent
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http://www.rialtocenter.org
http://www.philipmichael.com
mailto:nyanyacouture@yahoo.com?subject=12%2F3%3A%20Nya%20Nya%20Couture%20Celebrity%20Fashion%20Event%20to%20benefit%20women%20of%20Domestic%20V%20%28Atlanta%2CGa%29&body=%0A%0Ahttp%3A%2F%2Fatlanta.craigslist.org%2Fatl%2Feve%2F1445050618.html%0A
http://www.rialtocenter.org
mailto:aj@theaspot.com




